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Dear children, 
‘The match fixing scandal is out in the 
‘open, with the C.B.1. accusing several ofour 


cricket stars of having contacts with bookies 

‘and accepting bribes, Ofcourse, some ofthe 

‘accused have put up an innocent look and 

try hard 10 wriggle out of an embarrassing 

siquation. But itis very difficult to believe Yo). XU No.6 — December 2000 
them. The stars, besides having last their 

glamour, have brought disgrace upon themselves, the game and our beloved country. It 
isa shame which cannot be wiped out fora long time to come. 

Insult has been added to injury at Sharjah. The way our cricketers threw away their 
ts in the final match against Sri Lanka is tragic and leaves us aghast. 
In any sport we have o expect victory as well as defeat 
We cannot be winners al the me. But there should 
not be any slackness in the efort to win, If we 
lose after rying hard to triumph we can find solace 
in the fact that we di our best, But $4 all out is 
certainly not the best that our boys can do even 
against their most powerful opponent. The 
lackadaisical atitue has 10 be condemned strongly 

Supposing you.study very hard, yet do not fare as 
well as expected in the exams, you can sil feel proud 
that you have done your duty sincerely. Youare sure 
10 do better next rime. But if you neglect your studies, 
waste your time and score badly tn exams, is there any 

Of course we can enjoy Sri Lanka's dazzling display 
especially Jayasurya's sparkling performance, but it is 
difficult to swallow the ignoble defeat suffered by India. 

Let us hope that atleast in the 21s century our cricket 
will find new strength, stability and honour 

















Gokulam says goodbye to the 20th century with this tssue 
and welcomes the 241 century in the next issue, You can be sure that Gokulam will be 
‘more interesting and more colourful than ever before, So, get ready to receive the new 
look Gokulam along with the new year Reserve your copy with your news agent and 
‘ask your friends too to do like wise, in onder to avoid disappointment. 





tone 
Of all created things the loveliest, Nae 


And most divine are children. K: Rajendran, 
William Canton Editar 








GOKULAM T December 2000 


Article 





Why are diamonds rare? 76 

Potpourri 
Did you know? u 
Editorial | Hello, doctor! 15 
Letter box 3 Experience n 
Use your Noodle 4 nda epperiense 24 
Subscription form an Holiday Saperienee 4 
Personality a2 
i noks Grandma worm 46 
Pes eure Viewpoint 64 
ape toay In the wild 70 
‘The mysterious visitor Piece a5 
‘The rainseeds eran 0 
‘The Gulmohr 2, Spoenags - 
























Contest results 
‘The broken chair 

-one-act play 12 
Save trees - Green 
earth contest 72 


Reformed thieves 25 
Greedy Jeemood 36 
Appuand Kuku 44 
Balu the bully 48 


‘The note ee 
‘ The clever suitor 52 


Serial 
Mystery of the 


missing ivory 31 Puzzles and activities 


Math puzzle 14 
Penpals 20 
Puzzle pages 26 
Art gallery 28 
Poster 40 
Creative corner 50 
Answer page 51 
Budding chef 61 
Jokes page 66 

COT 
LAUITHA 


Retold stories 





18 
A hard nut 35 
Allah’s son-in-law 50 
Abu’s gift 67 
Uninvited guests 78 


Features 
Cover feature 7 
Maths of vedic times 60 








© | read 
the November 
issue. It has 
kindled in mea 
love for 
reading books. 
Earlier, | rarely read 
books. Now | 
realise that reading 
broadens my mind. 
Well done, Thank 
you Gokulam 
G. Preeti, Std. IX, St. Patrick MHS, 
Pondicherry 
© Thank you for publishing my 
piece, “The skeleton’s slap” in the 
September issue. 
K. Josephine Priya, age 13, Cluny 
Convent, Bangalore 
© Thank you for publishing my 
piece in the viewpoint column in the 
September issue. Also, thank you forthe 
certificate and the M.0. 
Vrushal, Std. IX C, 
Deepvinar School, Vasco, Goa. 
‘2 I have been reading Gokulam for 
a long time now. It quenches my thrist 
for scientific information. Best wishes 
for a wonderful futyre. 
S. Bhavani, Std. VIB, St. Mary's 
MHSS, Cuddalore, 
23am a regular reader of Gokulam. 





‘The puzzie pages in the November issue 
were very useful. Please publish more 
puzzles and crosswords. 
S. Priyadarshini, Std. VB, SSVHSS, 
Chennai 
The fascinating facts sent by 
Saradha R. Shetty in the August 2000 
issue had been copied trom - Children's 
Book of Facts. It is really shameful to 
know that a ninth standard student 
should send a copied item! 
‘Nishant Diwakar, Std. VIII A, Holy 
Family HS, Goa 
Whenever readers send material 
from other books wr magazines they 
are requested to mention the source. 
Readers are encouraged to send 
articles written in their own words. 
iso, Nishant, pl. send the name of 
the town vou reside in. 








“Above al”, said the doctor, “you 

must eat more fruit, and particularly 

the skin of the fruit. The skin contains. 

all the vitamins. What, by the way, is. 
‘your favourite fruit?” 

The patient said “Coconuts.” 
= Nishi Kanth, 
Std. XC, K.V,, Mumbai. 
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our time reading? Are we 
expected to spend alot of 
yj our time writing essays or 


LISTENING 


hot is that all of us learn in 
cl school? We learn the three 
R’s, And what are these 
three R's? Reading, writing, and 
arithmetic, of course! But what is it that 
many of us are expected to do a lot 
of in school? 
Ate we expected to spend allot of 


solving problems in maths? 

No, we ate not expected 
® 10 do ony of these things. 
Instead, we are expected to sit in our 
‘chairs and listen to what our teacher 
tells us. What many schools want us 
to do is to listen, 

How many of our schools actually 
teach “Istening”? Is listening taught? 
Aslittle children did our parents teach 
us how to listen? We' were often told 
by our elders to “Listen 











careful’. What did they 
mean by that? Did they 
ever show or teach us 
how to listen carefully? 

No. they didn’t, Yet 
our teachers and our 
parents keep telling us 
every once in a while to 
listen carefully. What do 
they mean:by that? Is 
there a difference 
between listening and 
hearing? What do you 
think? 

Listening vs, hearing 

As you are reading 
this article, you are 
probably aware of the 
Various sounds cround 
you. Your ears are 
probobly picking up the 
‘sound of the rotating fan, 
the sound of the 1.V if it is 
‘on, noises coming from 
the street or your 
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USE YOUR NOODLE -8 








neighbour's house. it 
could be a lot of things. 


The point is while your | 
eyesare focussed on this 
Page, your ears ore 
picking up a lot of 
sounds. You are not 
paying any deliberate 
attention to them and 
you are picking them up 
involuntarily, This is what 
we mean by *heating”. 

When you “heor” 
something. you do not 
pay any attention to it. 
The sound/sounds ore 
merely picked up by your 
ears, Hearing is a passive 
activity. It is an 
involuntary action, one in 
‘hich sounds come and 
sitike your ears, When you “hear” mother has made today. whether 
something, iis usualy occidentalis fatherwillfoke us out toeat, etc. While 
an involuntary process. Sometimes we are daydreaming, our ears 
\whenwe aresiting in class, we merely continue to pick up the words spoken 
































“heor’ our teacher's voices. by the teacher. 
Since 
While our we are not 
teacher is paying any 
busy telling We wonder if Tendulkar would hit a attention, 
us the century, whether father will take us out we don't 
importance to eat but our ears continue to pick up —_understond 
of © the words spoken by the teacher... them as 
particular words, 
theorem in They come 
geometry, or across as 


explaining some principle in science, ‘noise’. Insuch a case. we aramerely 
‘ourmind begins fo wander. We begin “hearing” our teacher, not “listening” 
to think about whether Tendulkar has _ to her. When you “hear”, you merely 
completed his century, what tiffin register the sound: you do not 
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necessarily try and make sense of i. 
Exper's have said that *hearing’ sone 
of the basic senses, We have no 
control over what we hear or what we 
do not hear. 

“Listening” unlike “hearing*, is on 
coctive process. When youliten, younot 
only pick up the sound but also iry and 
moke sense of It, Listening therefore 
includes hearing, Unike hearing, Itis a 
deliberate or conscious action; your 
201s pick up the sounds because you 
‘are focussing on them. Since you are 
focussed on one particular sound - for 
‘example, your teacher's voice - you 
cease to pay attention to the other 
sounds around you. 


When you listen, you "hear" and 
make sense of what you “hear”, In 
other words, listening, unlike hearing 
includes understanding, or 
‘comprehension, When we listen to our 
teacher, we try and make sense of 
what itis that she is saying. When we 
hear our teacher, we merely take in 
the sounds ond do not really ry ond 
make sense of what he/she is saying. 

‘As | pointed out in the beginning, 


the communication activity that we 
all take part in the most in school and 
college, is stening. It has been found 
that in our everyday life too we spend 
Nearly half of our time listening, Experts, 
have found that this is the way we 


break up our activities: 
* Ustening: 45% 
* Speaking: 30% 
* Reading: 16% 
* Writing: 09% 


Although all of us spend a 
considerable amount of me listening, 
how many of us are actually good 
listeners? How many people do you 
know who are good listeners? 


In our everyday life we 
spend nearly half of our 
time listening. 


“Unfortunately. not many of us are 
good listeners. Researchers have 
found that many of us are in fact very 
oor listeners, It has been found that 
Up to 75% of what one says is either 
lost or misunderstood; and as for the 
remaining 25%, well most of it is 
forgotten in a matter of weeks, ifnot 
doys. 

if this is true gn’ it amazing that we 
manage to remember for the final 
‘exom all those things that the teacher 
fought us al the beginning of the year? 
You may be wondering what this has 
‘10 do with improving one’s Engish, 

Quite a lot, actually. In the next 
column, I'l tell you how you can 
improve your English by improving 
your listening ski, 

$.Upendran 
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COVER FEATURE 
musicians and dancers are given 
the opportunity to exhibit their talent 
onstage before they perform before 
a larger audience. 

The V.D. Swamy Art Academy, 
begun in 1995, encourages 
children to exhibit their artistic 
abilities (music and dance). 
Youngsters between five and 
twenty can apply to the 
academy with the consent of 
their parents and the tutors 










ike sports, music and 
dance require much 
effort. The process of 


learning is long and arduous. 
Every year, quite a few J 

youngsters make it to coveted V T | as H 

‘stages in Chennai during the = a, oe 

music season. Music 

season falls between 


December 15 and January A Se ee f 
15. Artistes present their Gson @ 


talent before knowledgeable ‘ 
crowds, The crowds help to i 

develope an artiste by 

encouraging him. 


Talent has to be nurtured 
before it can help the artiste reach _ under whom they are learning the 
his goal. A few dedicated men and art. 
women: are helping to nurture The budding artistes are then 
talent. invited to perform before veterans 

In Chennai, budding singers, who select the best talent. The 
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performers are given enough time 
to exhibit their talent. Selected 
performers are encouraged by way 
of prizes, remuneration, medals 
and better opportunities. Apart from 
the children, the gurus who teach 
these children are also honoured. 








A few dedicated men 
and women are 
encouraging 
budding dancers 
and musicians 
While there is scope 
forconcerts throughout | 
the year, usually the / 
monsoon months of 
October and 
November are 
avoided, because of 


“Even keyboarg 
ee 


the inconvenience. Besides 


musicians, accompanying artists 
are also remunerated. 


Winners are. presented 
thamburas and other participants 
are also awarded medals. Every 
year in December, the best talents 
of the year are given awards. All 
children, irrespective 
* Heyb0ard pay, ofthe School in 

#chance”*"* which they are 
——— studying are 

encouraged to 
participate. 

At Bharat 
Kalachar, hows- 
REA cd in Padma 

wy we Seshadri Bala 

Bhavan School in 

T. Nagar a similar 
U) effort is made. Tal- 
f ented youngsters 

from all the PSBB 
schools can perform 
at the Kalachar, 
Scholarships are 
awarded and from time to time well- 
known performers are invited to 
perform on stage, so that the 
students can learn to appreciate 
good music: Workshops are held 
and students are sent out on 
cultural exchange programmes to 
perform in foreign countries. 

Better evolved youngsters get to 
perform in well-known sabhas 
during the music season. Merit and 

talent are encouraged by these 
dedicated men and women who 
offer a chance to budding talents. 
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twas wednesday aftér- 

away. The holidays had 
just begun. | was bored and 
wondering how to get 
through a month of holi- 
days. The television held 
no interest for me. 

My lazy pet dog was 
snoring in the next room. 
Chaos was unaware of how 
sleepy he was making me. 
As! 
watched 
him, | 
yawned 
Soon, | 
too was 
asleep. 

Iwas 
woken up 
by anoise. | wondered if it was 
our neighbour. Chaos actually 
belonged to our neighbour. The 
neighbour was a musician. A few 
nights ago, he began screaming 
in the middle of the night. The 
neighbours lodged a complaint 
with the nearest police station. 
The musician was jailed for 
disturbing peace. 

However, in the jail, the musi- 
cian scared the inmates by 
screaming in the middle of the 
night. He was later transferred to 
‘an asylum for unsound people. 
Had he escaped from the asy- 
tum? 








CHAOS 


Itwas then | realised that it was 
Chaos. He was barking, It was a 
strange whine. | often thought he 
had picked it up from his former 
master, 


nable to bear the noise | 
U rolled up a newspaper and 

set out in search of him; He 
was near the kitchen door, now 
barking furiously. | peeped in. 

Chaos had pulled down the 

electrical wiring and the sparks 
had set the kitchen on fire. | was 
dismayed, Beside the table stood 
Chaos, not quite sure of what he 
had done. | picked him up and 











Petpals 
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later. They 
praised my 
presence of 
mind. It had 
helped avert a 
fy] major dis 

gj ter. |asked 
for a raise in 
pocket money. 
After all, | had 
averted a 
major acci- 
dent and . 
prevented a 
lot of ex- 
penses. My 
parents re- 
fused saying | 
was intelligent 
enough to 
ran out ot the room. ‘manage with what | received ! 

| switched off the main that Hadn't | exhibited brains and 

supplied electricity to the house. courage in the hour of need, they 
Next, | poured a bucket of water countered. 
‘over the flames. Soon, the fire Poor Chaos. He received a 
was put out. The kitchen was, good scolding from my parents. 
however, a mess. The walls were Chaos kept out of their way for a 
black with soot and the lunch my —_ week. 














mother had prepared was totally Tony George, Std Vill, St. 
burnt. Thomas's Boys School, 
My parents retumed a little Calcutta. 





SX The harmless - looking silver and brown speckled piranha lives in 

x yazon river of South America. It’s jaySeantain triangular - 

teeth as sharp as sazgr blades" 

hool of meat - eat mnhas can strip an animal 0 

@elown to skeleton in just a Tey miiTates. 
a {on a fisherman's hook. Once hooked iti 

THEW Te rest of the school will strip its bones clear too. The South 

{11 American natives use the piranha’s teeth as tips for their arrows. 

FE “2 chanareschan ge 1 St dayend Seateiga Senta Tala 
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DID you KNow? 





The Coca- 
cola secret 

Since the in- 
vention of Coca- 
cola only seven 
men have known 
the formula for the 
drink. Today only 
two are living, As 
a precaution, 
these two men 
never fly by the 
same plane. Did you know that 
some 90 million bottles of coke are 








drunk each day throughout the 
world? 
What's in a name? 
Armerican Indians have a sim- 
ple method of naming their chil- 





BEST-KEPT 
SECRET 








dren. After taking his first (ook at 
the newborn baby the father steps 
outside. He names the child after 
the first thing he sees. Hence, fly- 
ing cloud, laughing water, sitting 
bull, big tree etc 

Acuppa 

‘On ahot day how does one cool 





down? Not with 
a glass of water 
oracoke. A cup 
‘of hot drink like 
tea works won- 
ders, say tea- 
drinkers, 














Longest 

test match 
The longest cricket 
test match of all time was the 
test between England and 
South Africa in Durban. It was 
played from March 3 to March 
14, 1939. After ten days the 
game had to be stopped ber 
cause the English team’s boat 
was leaving for home. 

Linguists, all 

Literacy in Iceland is 100 per- 
cent, Every Ioelander must gradu- 
ate from school in order to get a 
job and should be able to speak in 
three languages. 





R. Anjoo Sharon, 
Std Xil, SVSS, Coimbatore. 


This is the third - prize winning entry in the one - act play contest announced 
in the August 2000 issue. 





Raju and Rahim are dear friends. 
f notices a broken chair) 


Teacher (angrily) : Who broke the 
i? 


Scene -I 
(Inside a classroom, the teacher is 
delivering a lectire to the students : 
Behind the teacher is a map of India.) Students (in chorus) : We don't 
Teacher : When the know teacher. 
THEE wort is tastastocp, (Tie eacer tots a jn) 
Teacher (in an aside) 1am 


sure it was one of the students. 





ch 


Let me try to get the truth out 
of Raju. § 
who stands first in class won't 





ly, the student 





lie! 
(Loudly) ; Raju, who broke the 
chair? 
Raju: Teacher, Lbroke it by mistake 
Rahim : No, teacher. | did it 
Teacher : Raju and Rahim, tell me 





India awoke to freedom on August 15, 
1947, We attained independence 
because of the efforts of Gandhiji 
Mahatma Gandhi, the 
father of our 
tion, 
symbol of peace 
and non-violence 
He is counted 
among the world’s 
greatest 
personalities 

He spent his entire 
life performing noble 
deeds. At the stroke of 
midnight on August 
14, 1947, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru 
hoisted the Indian tri- 
colour at Red Fort 

(Suddenly the teacher 


the truth, Who broke it? 






































Raju : Teacher, | did 
It broke when I was 
trying to push it during 
the recess, 
Rahim : No teacher, 
Raju is telling a lie. J 
broke it 
Teacher : Okay, so 
both of you won't come 
‘out with the truth, Both 
of you kneel down and 
bring a fine of Rs.50 
each tomorrow. 
Students, hope this will 
warn you not to break 
school property. Don't 
try to lie, It will serve no 
purpose, Do you know, Gandhiji never 
lied? 


“Teacher, I did. It broke 
when I was trying to push 
it during recess.” 

(The bell rings and the teacher goes 
out of the class). 





Scene - I 

(The next day, the teacher enters the 
class room, The students wish him) 

Teacher : Students we will continue 
where we left the subject yesterday. I 
am going to tell you about Gandhiji's 
practice of non-violence. He loved 
peace and upheld that we should always 
be truthful. 

Sandeep : Are you going totell usa 
story, teacher?, 

Teacher : What {shall be telling you 








isa true incident. Gandhiji was in South 
‘Africa then. A few young men wanted 
to be admitted to Gandhiji’s ashram, 
phoenix. The ashram laid certain rules 
for its members. Accordingly, the inen 
pledged that they won't take salt for a 
month. 

‘Students : What happened then? 

Teacher : For a few days, they 
followed his regimen. Soon, they were 
fed up eating insipid food. One day,. 
they received some tasty, spicy food 
from Durban. They ate it up with relish 
Gandhiji was unaware ofall this, Later, 
‘one of them told Gandhiji about it 
Upset and hurt, Gandhiji remained 
silent. 

‘After the evening prayer, he called 
the young men to him and asked 
whether they had eaten spiced food. 
The men firmly denied it. Not only that, 
they also said the man who had let out 
the secret had been'lying! 
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MATH PUZZLE 








Gandhiji could not bear this. He 
slapped himself saying, “You are hiding 
the truth from me, I's not your fault, 
‘but mine. It shows I have not been able 
to imbibe the true meaning of truth, 
This is why truth has evaded me. I must 
punish myself.” 

The embarrassed men fell at 
Gandhiji’s feet and confessed to their 
guilt. The young men vowed that they 
would never ever lie. Pause). How was, 
the story? 

Students : Wonderful; teacher. 

Teacher : So, who broke the chair 
yesterday? 

(The students remain silent) 

Teacher : You haven't turned over 


DO YOU KNOW THE 
ANSWERS? 
I) 44s 

WDE 11 + 12? = 19 + 142 
21 +22" + 23% + 248 = 25+ 
26 + 27° . 
36? + 37° + 98° + 39° + 40 = 
418+ 42? + 49? + 4g? 
55? + 56* + 57° 58 + 59? + 
60" = 61? + 62° + 63? + 64? + 65? 





W6x6x6  =(14243)9 
=(1x2x3) 
= P4445? 

S. Durgaprasad, 

‘Std. IXA, 

National H.S.S., Mannargudi 





a new leaf because of the story have 
you? 

(Just then the bell rings and the 
teacher leaves the class. Ajay walks up 
10 Raju and Rahim.) 

Ajay : Why don't you tll the teacher 
who broke the chair? 

Raju and Rahim : We are friends 
Ajay. What does it matter who broke 
the chair? Besides as friends, we are 
willing to share the guilt. Let's say, we 
broke it together! However, we have 
decided henceforth, we won't lie! 

D Johnson Parthiban, 
Std. IX C, K.V, No.2, Chennai 
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8 CTO! 


G.J. Roopmathi, New Delhi. 

? What happens to our body when we 
‘sleep? Why do.we dream only when we 
sleep? 

' Sleep is a bodily need to restore 
energy. After a whole day's tol, both the 
body and the brain get tired. Energy that 
is expended during the day must be 
balanced by sleep. Itrestores energy and 
freshness to the tired organs and tissues 
of our body. It enables the body to repair 
worn out tissues and cells 

There is a complex area in the orain 
called ‘sleep centre’. During sleep, the 
sleep centre does two things. At 
first, it blocks off the brain from 
consciousness and then it blocks 
the nerves leading from the brain 


shorter and those of REM sleep longer. 

REM sleep is a stage during which 
most dreams occur. AS we fall asleep, the 
stages of non-REM sleep progress and 
then about 90 minutes later the first 
episode of REM sleep occurs and dreams 
follow. 

Richa S. pandit, Barauch, 

? What is tonsillitis? How can we 
prevent i? 

! Inflammatory condition of tonsils is 
called ‘tonsils’. Tonsil is a small mass 
of lymphoid tissue. There are two 
rounded lymphoid masses situated on 


WHY DO WE 





to our internal organs, 

During sleep, our body 
continues all vita activities like 
heartbeat, circulation of blood, 
respiration, digestion, and 
excretion but with tess force. \ 
Heartbeat slows down a litle bit 
The body temperature fas by about one 
degree centigrade, Blood pressure falls 
considerably. Acid secretion in the 
stomach is partly suspended. Oxygen 
Consumption also declines. Hence, sleep 
is essentially a condition of reduced 
activity 

Sleep comprises two different stages 
= rapid eye movement (REM) sleep and 
non-REM sleep. The first one is 
restless sleep and the second is 
sound sleep. Non-REM and REM form 
a cycle throughous the time we 
sleep. As the sleep 
process progresses 
the episodes of non- 
REM sleep become 
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either side of the throat. They play a vital 
role in the immune reaction of the body 
especially in the first five years of life 
They give protection against the ingested 
and inspired bacteria by producing 
antibodies. Sometimes a bacterium called 
beta hemolytic streptococcus invades the 
tonsils and causes infection and 
inflammation resulting in the condition 
called ‘tonsillitis’. 

The classical symptoms of 
acute tonsillitie 
are pain in the 
throat, difficulty in 
swallowing, fever 
and ear pain, usually lasting 
atleast four or five days, 
Proper antibiotic and 
analgesic, therapy will cure 
acute tonsillitis, If it recurs 
often, surgical treatment is 
considered, 

Preventive steps 
tonsils ar as follows 

1, Keep your mouth, teeth, 
tongue, ear, nose and throat clean, 

2. Use potable water always 

3. Avold cool drinks, ice creams and 
othe cool beverages, 

4, Eat a well-balanced diet dally 

T. Saisudha, Sarangabad. 

? Is there a permanent cure for 
dandrutt? 

1 Yes, there is! Numerous medicated 
‘shampoos are available in the market for 
the treatment of dandruff but most of 
these cause irreparable damage to hair 
roots because of the synthetic ingredients: 
they contain, For a permanent cure, the 
treatment should be undertaken, taking 
into account the affected person's 
constitution 





for 
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1. One should keep the hair and scalp 
clean so as to minimise the accumulation 
of dead cells 

2. Brush hair daily to improve blood 
circulation and remove any flakiness, A 
brush which has bristles with rounded 
tips is best since itis less likely to scratch 
or tear and spilt the har. 

3. Massage the scalp thoroughly 

everyday. 

4, Wash hair regularly with a 
mild medicated shampoo. Using 
anti-fungal agents as per 
doctor's advice may help. 

5. Avoid whole milk, butter, 


® 






cream, eggs, cheese, chocolate and non- 
veg items, Be on a low fat diet. 
R. Chitra, Chennai 
? How does the 
intake of salt help 
‘our body? 
! Our 
contains about 
65% of water. 
Some parts of our | — 
body have an 
amazingly high 
content of water. 
For example, liver 
has 70%, kidneys 


body 


©) 
® 





bo 





have 83% brain 79% and muscles have 
75% of water. The water present in the 
body is notin the pure state, thas sodium, 
chloride dissolved init. Sodiumis essential 
for the regulation of osmotic pressure 
between the cells of our body while 


CT scan can 
detect early changes 
in the bones. 


‘foride fs essential for water balance. To 
maintain the level of sodium chloride, we 
take common salt along with food 

N, Lubaina, Chennai 

? What is osteoporosis? How is it 
caused? Does calcium play an important 
role in it? 

! It is. condition characterised by 
‘weakened bones. These bones are highly 
susceptible to fractures. The most 
common problem among the aged 
women (shortly after genopause) is 
‘osteoporosis, Itis more prevalent among 
men atter the age of 65 

‘Osteo’ means bones and ‘porosis’ 
means porous. As the name suggests, the 
bbone mass of the patient is reduced and 
bones become less dense in 





osteoporosis. After the age of sixty, 
25% of all women are prone to 
osteoporosis" related fractures. 
Persistent back pain, fractures 
following the slightest of injury, loss 

‘of stature and change of posture are 

some of the symptoms of 

‘osteoporosis. The CT sean can detect 

early changes in the bones. X-rays can 

detect the changes only when 40% of 
the bone mass is lost. 

Calcium does play an important role 
init tis the chief mineral, which decides 
our bone health, The daily requirement 
of calcium for an adult is 500 mg and for 
children is 600 mg. to 700 mg, Milk and 
diary products are the major sources of 
calcium in our daily diet 

Deficiency of calcium results in 





osteoporosis during adulthood. Proper 
dietary habits from a young age can keep 
this probiem at bay. Moreover, ater the 
‘age of 60, the change in hormonal 
‘environment reduces the absorption and 
metabolism of calcium in our body. 

This isthe main cause for osteoporosis. 
Those who lead a sedentary life and bed- 
ridden people are easy prey. Oestrogen 
therapy is often done to prevent and 
manage osteoporosis in women. 

Dr. G. Ganesan 
Rajapalayam 
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eena, Mina and 
Tina were sisters. 
They were the 


daughters of aking. Tina 
was the oldest. Reena 
and Mina often fought 
with each other over 
trivial matters 

Once during a festival, 
the queen bought each 
girl a dress, The 
elder girls 
began quar- 
relling over 
what 
dress 





Tina watched helplessly. Tina accepted happily what was given to 
her. Often she received all that had been rejected by her two sisters. If Tina 
intervened to make peace, she often received blows from her sisters. 

The quarrels continued even after they grew up. Once a prince of 
another kingdom visited Tina’s kingdom. All three girls found the prince 
charming and attractive. The king and queen couldn't decide whom 
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RETOLD STORY 
they should present as the prospective bride for the visiting prince. 
The king and the queen knew that Reena and Mina would quarrel 


‘over the prince, However,the prince made it easy by saying that he 
would choose his bride. He said he would ask each princess a ques- 
tion. The princess who answered his question satisfactorily will be 



























e called upon Reena. “Tell me some- 
thing about your sisters. 
Reena said, “why are you asking 
about my sisters? They are very cruel and 
‘cunning. They are not nice to anyone." 
The prince asked the same question to 
Mina, Mina said, “My sisters? Oh! They 
are very cruel and hate everyone. They 
love insulting others. | am the most 
beautiful princess. So, you have to 
marry me. 
The prince then called upon Tina 
To the prince's surprise, Tina said, 
They are loving and caring 
Though they quartel sometimes. 
they are loving. They are very 
precious td me. 
The prince decided to wed 














Tina. Reena and Mina real- 
ised their folly and turned 
over anew leaf. The king and 
the queen were very happy. 
V. Karthik, 

age 14, 

Karnataka Sangha HSS, 
Chennai. 


Name B.Poorima © Name: M. Sandeep Hobbies : Painting, read- 
Age: 10 Age: 13 ing comics, quiz, magic, 
Address : 144/6, Sector Address S/o Or. playing cricket and watch- 
1 Pushpa Vihar Saket, S.MurugeshM.B.B.S..11/ ing cartoons, 
New Delhi 110017.” 2 Sivaji Colony exin. Next 
pfonties acing sing- to Sai Laxshmi apts., Name Sindhu, Kumar 
ing, drawing, cycl © Edayarpalayam 14 
ing pen friends, playing Coimbatore ~ 641 tes ne 
badminton, reading Hobbies Reading 
Gokulam, watching T.V. dooks, collecting stamps 
and coins, playing basket 
en ball, football and cricket, 
levisi 
ress 318, Mutaia penne 
juthali Street, Vella 
Teynampet, Chennar-86 Name, dery 
Hobbies “Dancing, sing-  $9Grete-147/8-2. Above 
ing, painting, drawing, 45.5. College, Lakshmi 
hanclerats, laying, col- jiyam, Borsa cata 
lecting poems, music, Qor "Gas qo 
writing shayaris. Hobbies: Reading, 
playing, 
Name; Wey esha ak: 
Address: 28, Door No.7, ind friends, 
Narayana apts. Vera: Stamp co! 


PENPALS 











Address : D/o, 0. Vijay 


samy St. West Mam- lection Kumar, 37, IT Opt. qtrs 
balam, Chennai - 600 033, a Jayamahal extn., Banga- 
Hobbies : Collecting Name : R. Sivaraj lore - 560 046. 
‘stampsand coins, reading Age : 16 Hobbies : Making new 
books, writing poems, Address : 14-C. Alta triends, chatting, reading 
watching TV. chambers, Hospital Road, Gokulam, playing. 
Ooty - 643 001 
Name:B. Shyam Naren Hobbies . Reading Name: H.S. Srinivas 
Age: 13, books, playing cricket Age: 15 
Address : Dr. BS. Sarma, Address: H.No.20 
'No.3B, Fan type building, Name N. Santosh (Laxmi Nilaya), Masala Toll 
type IV, CLR, Adyar, Age = 12 (Raza Town) V.P.O. Khairi 
Chennai - 600 028. Address : C2-17/4, (via) Kamptee P.0., 


Hobbies : Reading O.N.G.C. Colony Panvel, Nagpur - 441 002 
‘books, playing and making Raigad District. Panel Hobbies : Making new 
pen friends, 410221, friends 
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Name Priyanka 
Chakraborthy 

Age: 14 

Address : 11/1, S.M. 


Nagar, Housing Estate, 
PO. - Sarkarpoo! District. 


24 Parganas 


South, West 


Bengal - 743382. 

Hobbies : Reading, mu: 
sic, cycling, playing, mak: 
ing friends, cooking, col- 


lecting pens 
cards, paint 
and debating. 


‘and greeting 
ing, quizzing 


Name: V. Krishnan 


Age: 15 


‘Address : 18/3, New 


Street, 


collect 


Mylapore, 


Chennai - 600 004, 
Hobbies : Reading, 
doing creative work, 


ting coins, 


painting 


Name 
Sriharshi 
Age 12 


Address: 


v. 
a 


S/o V. 


Radha Krishna Murthy 


(teacher), 


Undi 


Agraharam, Undi 534199, 
W. Godavari District, A.P. 


Hobbies : Pl 
cock, carro} 


laying shuitle 
m, reading 


story books, music, 


wate 
lish movies 





9 Telugu and En- 


on TY. 


Name : K. Kartiok 


Age: 12 
Address 


No.31, (old 


0.10) Karani Gardens, 


Main street, 


. Saidapet, 


Chennai - 600 015. 


Hobbies 


Drawing, 


painting, cracking jokes, 
indoor games, reading 
Gokulam, collecting 
stamps, watching T.V., 
music. 


‘ame : Jennifer 
Age: 14 

Address : 64/8, Raju 
Flats, Alexandria Road, 
Cantonment, Trichy - 620 
001 

Hobbies : Music cycling, 
reading books, skating 


Name: G. Satish 

Age: 15 

Address : S/o Gopal, 
D.No.2-1-8/2, Opposite 
Collector's Bungiow, 
Otticer’s line, Chittoor « 
517001 

Hobbies ; Reading, mu- 
sic, playing football, col- 
lecting books. 


Name; Rahul Kumar 

Ago: 15 

Address : 9-5-75, Flat 
No.402, Raj Shree Apart- 
ments, Ramkote, 
Hyderabad - 500,029 

Hobbies: Making 
friends, reading, stamps 
and coins collection and 
playing table tennis. 


Name : S. Divya 

Age: 16 

Address : D/o A. Sekar, 
Bhuvaneshwari nagar, 
New fairlands, Salem -636 
016, 

Hobbies : Nature watch- 
ing, watching TV. chatting, 
gardening; music, reading 
books, 
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Name : Pauline 
Jesudoss 

Age: 12 

Address : D/o Mr. RS, 
Jesudoss, 6/4, 4th Street, 
Venkateshwara Nagar, 
Adyar, Chennai - 600 020. 

Hobbies : Reading, writ- 
ing, collecting stamps / 
coins, music and playing 
instruments. 


Name : G.R. Sharath 
Babu 

Age: 15 

Address :X Std, PS.S.R. 
School, Shivgangotri - 
252, Tolhunse, Davangere, 
Karnataka - 577002 

Hobbies : Reading news- 
paper, magazines, novels, 
chatting on internet, musi, 


Name :N. Satish Kumar 
Age: 17 

Address : X, P.S.S.R 
School, Shivgangotri - 
252, Tolhunse, Davangere, 
Karnataka - 577002, 

Hobbies : Swimming, 
horse riding, music talk 
ing to friends, 


Name : K. Shiv Shankar 

Age: 16 

Address: Bhavan's 
Vidhyalaya Bharatiya 
Vidhya Bhavan, CCI Town 
ship, Kurkunta - 585 210. 
Tq: Sedam 

Hobbies : Dancing, mu- 
sic, chatting with friends, 
collecting stamps and 
reading magazines and 
story books. 





grandma 
Our schoo! had 
arranged fora wsit to an old age home. 

{met an eighty - year old woman who 
said | reminded her of her grandson. 

He visited her once or twice a year with 
his parents, Soon, we were laughing 
and cracking jokes asf we had known 
each other all our lives. 

Both of us were upset when it was 
time for me to return home. | promised 
to visit her soon. On my way home, | 
recalled my grandparents who lived 
with me. The visit taught me a lot 

‘Arab Kar, Std IX, 
New Nalanda, Calcutta, 


The green-eyed 


monster 

Itwas saturday night. My parents 
Were visiting friends. My brother was 
‘asleep. I was watching a late night TV 
film. Suddenly there was a power cut 
I called up the electricity board to find 
‘out when the power supply would be 
restored. It would take half an hour, 
they said, 

| went into the kitchen for a glass of 


10 OUTS. jighted 1G" 
natalia eS 























water, In the darkness, a pair of green 
eyes stared back at me, | was scared 
but decided to enter the room anyway. 
‘The shining green eyes glared back 
without blinking 

Worried, | returned to the living 
room and fell-on the sofa, | shut my 
eyes and prayed that the power sup- 
ply should be restared soon. When | 
opened my eyes later, | saw my. par- 
ents. The power supply had also been 
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What's in a name? 
This happened in. my cousin's 
class. It was the chemistry period. 
The teacher asked a student to 
name two common salts. Every: 
one raised their hands in re 
sponse, The teacher chose a boy. 
He stood up and said, "Captain 
Cook and Annapurna, madam. 
The entire class laughed 
heartily, The boy was expected 
fa. Resbl | torecallthe chemical formulae 
ui c, DPS: | of the salts. 
std VO obi RLM, Preethi, Std VIII A, 
Arya Central School, 
Pattom. 


ut 
 ofte 
ened had 
mPro the tor 


restored. 

| told them about the green-eyed 
monster in the kitchen. They went into 
the kitchen and burst out laughing. It 
was the radium stickers that mother 
had pasted on the wall. How relieved 
Iwas! 
KJ. Kiran Kaushik, 

Bangalore. 

Dear Kiran, please send your age 
and the name of your school 
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cup that cheers, 


drains away easily. «| 
was told that the higher 


the flavour. 

Mostly, women la- 
bourers, are employed 
to pluck the tea leaves. 


They have to pluck two 
leaves and a bud from 
the tea bush, Two 
leaves and a bud gives 
U tea a better flavour. 

Each day labourers 


5 722.22 ne'ten garaen 
IT’S TEA TIME! 222s." 
© number of tea leaves 


visit to a tea factory 
changed the way | feit 
about a cup of tea! The fac- 
tory | visited was named 
TANTEA. It belongs to the Tamil 
Nadu Government. It is situated at 
a point called Tiger Hill on the 
Nilgirs. Itis a beautiful place. | am 
really glad | live in a place near 
Coonoor, It is just a few kilometres 
away from the tea factory. 
Each woman labourer has to 
bring back at least 25 kg. of 
leaves, 








Now let me tell you about the life 
tea has to lead before it.is fit to 
drink, Tea is grown on slopes. 
Froma distance it looks like a beau- 
tiful green patch work design on a 
quilt. 

Tea has to be grown on slopes 
so that the water from the rains etc 


and bring it back to the factory. An 
individual labourer should pluck at 
least 25kgs! 

‘tthe factory the tea leaves are 
weighed and dried in just the right 
temperature. Then step by step the 
leaves are put through various proc- 
esses after which it comes out as 
the tea leaf that we get in the shops. 

The quality 6f the tea leaves and 
different processes that they un- 
dergo give us the different flavours 
of tea. The tea is then sent to vari- 
‘ous markets of the world to be sold, 
Nilgiti tea is one of the best grown 
in the world! 

The visit was an interesting and 
unforgettable experience. | wonder 
if will end up as a tea planter, my- 
self. 





Sashank Srinivasan 
Class VIB 
Aruvankadu (Nilgiris) 
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font you) | MAKE A 
Tank, ts || PROMISE © 





BUT BRESAY Fans ne) 1 







| PAviNS Has Tube FTE ; 
THY CAME OUr- GRD. 
ood 1 bip.N6 
ooed 18H ) 
P Si a? 
ad) 
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; THEY cout Dn’. 
Ve aaa rate f 
«Nome taie tir he FUL 
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Fit up the blanks according to 
the clues to get the longest travelling 
train ih India, Give the names of the 
trains which connect the following 
pairs of stations. 

1, Guwahati - Sealdah 
2. Howrah - Mumbai 
3, Jammu Tawi - 
Howrah 









































4. Trivandrum ~ 











Cannanore 
5. Chennai - 
Howrah 

6. Mettupalayam - 























Chennai 











7. Secunderabad - 
Howrah 

8. Trichy - Chennai 

9, Chennai - Erode 

10, Howrah - Kurla 

11 Chennai - Tirupati 

12, Mumbai - Pune 

13. Coimbatore - Chennai 



































14, Hyderabad - Mumbai 
15, Mumbai - Ahmedabad 
S. Jagadish, Std. IX B, Shri 
Anand Jain Vidhyalaya MHSS, 
Chennai. 
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SERRE PUZZLE PAGES 


DO YOU KNOW? 
1, What is quin centenary? 
When did queen Elizabeth 
celebrate her 100th birthd: 
3. Who is often referred t0 as the 
"Fuhrer"? 





TS. Rajamurugan, age 14, 

Tiruchengode 

Dear Rajamurugan, Please send 
your school’s name. 


WHAT IS IT? 

1, Name the adjective used with a 
type of twins, and a type of cat 

2. An Ameriéan president and a 
luxury car share the same name. What 
is it? 

3. is the name of a gun. This word 
is used also to refer to the young one 
of a horse, 

4, A sport and an insect share this 
name. 

5. You can play this game, Or you 
ean drink it too, What is it? 

6. It could mean a student or a part 
of the eye, What is it? 





7. Itis the name of-a famous comic 
strip and it is something you would eat 
‘on the beach, What is it? 

8. A town in India and the US site 
the same name. What is it? 

Priya Murthy, Std. VIII, 
Presidency School, Bangalore 








TEST YOUR G.K. 
1. What is the full name of *Akbar 
the great"? 
2. What is the height of a standard 
cricket stump? 
3. Who founded Islam? 
4, Which comet appears only once 
in 76 years? 
5. How long does a sun ray 
ch earth? 
6. Which kind of lens is used in 
rearview mirrors? 
7. In which year did World War I 
and World War Il commence? 
8. When was “wheel” invented? 
A. Rajasekar, Std. VITA, 








ke to. 
re 








Narmada Minu Bose, 
Std IVA, 
National Public School, 
Bangalore. 


= 





‘Supriya G. Mannkurne, 
Std VIA, 
St. Anne's HS, 





‘Mumbai, 
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R. Paramaguru, 
Chennai. 
Dear Paramaguru, please 
send in your age and the 
name of your school, 











‘Samika Pal, 
Chittaranjan, W. Bengal. 
Dear Samika, please send in the 
name of your school and 
jour age. 


Prabha Mallya, 
Std VIIA, St. Mary's HS, 
Ponda. 























P Satish, tell us 


how you won the first prize 
in the G.K. test. 


I've been reading Gokulam 
for sometime now. 
No wonder | won! 





Besides GK, Gokulam gives My father 
information. It has puzzles, subscribes to 


stories and comics. it, It costs only 
<< Rs 72 for 12 is- 


.. in favour of the circulation man- 
ager to the address on the last Caf we send 
page of the magazine. mone 








Sure, you can. 
Outstation cheques 
aren't accepted, 
remember. 











Hurry! Let's 
subscribe to 
it today. 














he terrified 
forest guard 
ran’ helter - 


skelter. A determined 
uncle Rathin emerged from his 
room with a gun in his hand. A forest 
ranger would never like to shoot an 
animal in his sanctuary. He might 
be forced to, to save a few innocent 
lives. 

‘Boom! Boom!" He fired two 
blank shots. The animal stopped for 
a while after the gun shots. Slowly 
he walked across the lodge garden 
and entered the grassland behind 
the lodge. Soon he disappeared 
into the grass jungle. 

ek 

Anil and Kiron opened their eyes 
beneath the crumpled bedsheets 
as the first rays of the sun entered 
the room. The two came out of the 
room, their eyes still heavy with 
sleep. 


— of the 


SSING 
IVORY 


Uncle Rathin, Nikhil, Sanjoy and 
a few inmates of the lodge were 
already up. They were in the sitting 
room of the lodge. The previous 
night's horrifying incident still 
haunted them. 

“lL wonder what made the 
elephant restive,” said uncle Rathin, 
“Such incidents are rare in our 
forest. Elephants are peaceful 
animals. We have three trained 
elephants. Tourists enjoy elephant 
safaris in the jungle...” The boys 
leamt that the forest department 
organised elephant safaris in the 
mornings or the evenings. 


PART 
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“The three elephants can carry 
among them ten people,” said 
uncle, “I have arranged a safari for 
the four of you tomorrow evening.” 
The boys were worried. Anil said 
hesitantly, “But, uncle...” 
“Nothing can be more 
enchanting," uncle cut him short, 
‘than the sight of wild animals 
enjoying their liberty in the jungle.” 





The boys’ eyes popped when 
they saw the three elephants the 
next day. Batashi, Rajkumari and 
Madhubala were standing outside 
the lodge gate in the aftemoon. The 
boys shuddered at the thought of 


riding the nearly ten-foot high 
elephants. 

At the commands of the 
mahouts, the elephants slowly 
lowered their bodies. With the help 
of a ladder, the four boys mounted 
on Madhubala. The boys swayed 
back and forth on her back when 
madhubala rose to her feet. 

“Agat!” (Go forward) ordefed 
Bhim Bahadur, the mahout. 
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Slowly she walked followed by 
Batashi and Rajkumar with tourists 
on their back. They walked through 
the grassland and entered the 
forest with trees, bamboo groves, 
bushes and undergrowth. 

The elephants were walking 
gently, swinging their sinuous 
trunks from side to side, picking up 
the choicest green shoots. 

“We're are now approaching the 
dense forest" announced Bhim 
Bahadur, "Get ready to see a variety 
‘of wild animals.” 

Soon the forest was dense with 
tall trees, thick undergrowth and 
creepers meshed together. The 
elephants manoeuvred their huge 
frames with surprising agility 
through bamboo clumps and 
between overhanging 










branches of trees. The greenery 
was soothing to the city-tired eyes 
of the boys. They were now 
cheerful 


Somewhere a sambhar called! 
A barking deer let out an alarmed 
bark. Suddenly a chital stag came 
out in the open. He froze for a 
moment and tured his graceful 
head at the elephants. The next 
moment he dashed for cover. 
“Antiers are a common sight in 
our jungles,” said Bhim Bahadur. 
Awild boar was digging up earth 
for underground tubers unaware of 
the footfalls of the elephants. 
Madhubala was almost upon him, 
Extremely startled, the animal 
grimaced and grunted angrily 
at the elephant. Slowly, it 
walked away. 

Bhim Bahadur led the 
‘elephants into a huge 
grassland. ‘Now we are 
entering the domain of 


rhinos,” said he. “They roam the 
grassland.” The elephants walked 
on. “Rhinos are the prized animals 
of Jaldapara,” said Bhim Bahadur, 
sharply scanning the grass jungle. 

Everyone kept a lookout for the 
rhinos. All that met their eyes were 
birds and tall grass, Bhim Bahadur 
did not lose hope. “The rhinos will 
show up,” said he confidently. 

“Look, there he is," said Bhim 
Bahadur in a low voice, 

Madhubala stopped. The boys’ 
eyes gleamed. There in the clear 
daylight, stood a rhino! 

They were, however; 
disappointed. Itwas not a full grown 
thino but a calf! 

Suddenly they heard a thud, a 
crash and a snort, Ahuge rhino tore 
through the jungle behind and 
emerged from the cover, She stood 
still and stared at the elephants 
menacingly. She was annoyed by 
their intrusion into her domain and 
sniffed the air, ‘ghot, ghot, ghot’. 












Father : Ravi, what would you 
like to be when you grow up? 

Ravi : A veterinarian, 

Father : Why? 

Ravi : Because animals can't 
‘complain of wrong treatment. 

= Pauline Jesudoss, Std. Vil 

A, Sishya, Chennai 














The boys ogled at the huge 
creature with its peculiar - armour 
like skin, She was quite healthy and 
not at all like the rickety rhinos of 
their 200! The elephants stopped to 
allow her to cross them with her 
young. 

Then the elephants proceeded. 
Accouple of antlered heads peeked 
at them from the shade of a thick 
undergrowth. The boys wondered 
at the abundance of wildlife in the 
forest. 

They were now in thick jungle. 
Madhubala shot her long trunk 
through the air. She sniffed the air 
with the tip of her trunk. First in one 
direction and then the other and 
walked on. 

The elephants moved deep into 
the forest. The trees were higher 
here and the undergrowth thicker. 
‘Soon, they came across elephant 
dung, animal droppings and pug 
marks of tigers. Now there were no 
paths at all, except those madé by 
the wild animals. 

“We have entered the core area 
of the forest" cried Bhim Bahadur 
with concern. “We should not 
proceed further!” 

“Chal (tum)!" He commanded 
Madhubala. “Piche" (go back)! 

The elephants would not turn 
back. Madhubala walked on, 
sniffing the air every now and then, 
Where were the elephants going? 

To continue 
Sukhendu Dutta 
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One day a crow came upon a, 
walnut, He picked it up and flew to 
a nearby place to eat i 

He dropped the walnut on the 






ground and hit it with his beak. The 


A HARD 


NOT 


shell was hard and would not 
crack. He gave it a few more 
strokes. Thé walnut showed no sign 
of opening. He pecked at the 
walnut, harder until his beak ached, 
Yet he made not even a small crack 
in the shell 

Onattree close by sat a squirrel 
who eyed the crow. His mouth 
watered. If only he could get to eat 
the walnut. An idea came to his 
head. 















He crawled 
down the tree 
and went up to 
the crow, "You 
look upset,” he 
said, "Can | 
do anything 
for you?" the 
squirrel 
asked in his 
most 
friendly 
voice. 
“Lfound this nut,” 
replied the crow, “It is harder than 
a stone. My beak has begun to 
ache hitting at it. It will not crack.” 

The squirrel seemed to be 
thinking over the crow’s problem. 
A little later he said, “If you drop 
the nut from up in the air, it will 
surely break when it hits the 
ground.” 

The crow liked the idea. He 
almost hopped with joy as he 
thanked the squirrel for his advice. 
Then, taking the nut in his beak, he 
‘lew up. 

"Go a little higher," said the 
squirrel. 

The crow went higher than the 
tallest tree growing around there 
and dropped the nut. He saw It 
break as it hit the ground. He 
started back to enjoy the tasty bits. 

By the time he swooped down, 
the squirrel had grabbed all the 
pieces and vanished into the 
hollow of a tree. 

0.P. Bhagat, New Delhi. 
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jhrewd and crooked 











jer] [The 
1e | |trologer met the king t 
| 
7 


Wye. 




















Pardon me sire, 
mer) se eoacope 











aT, we He aa rincess was asleep, 
e box in absolute se- 
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off the King, Jeemood] [—~ 
returned secretly to the river| | S20 he found the box. 








Til be able to find 
the box if | walk 
down this river bank| 








Once I've the princess, 
naturally the kingdom 
will follow. 











kingdom, who 
aong the river bank 
had seen the box 
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PERSONALITY 


Ihen pictures move in a box in your 
living room remember that this 
required decades of effort. 

John Logie Bairde's attempts to make a 
television bore fruit in 1926, Bairde was 
born on August 13, 1888 in Helensburg, 
near Glasgow, The son of a poorly - paid, 
educated clergyman Bairde loved to dabble 
with electronic gadgets. 

‘At the age of 12, he made a television 
line with the help of his friends. He 
connected the top floor room of his house 
withthe houses of four of his fiends 

He was educated at the Royal Technical 
College and the university of Glasgow. At 
26, he was working in an electronic 
company at a salary of 30 shillings per week. 
After the first World War, he started 
‘manufacturing socks. From this he earned 
‘about £ 1500. 

Bairde was 
not well and 
decided to visit 
his friend in 
Trinidad. During 
the journey by 
ship, he visited the 
radio cabin, He 
became friendly with 
the radio operator 
with whom he 
discussed the 


* Video games on TV are 
layed during tisure 


dren 081 


ste 
ren 


eo 


possiblity of sending pictures 
‘through the ar. 

In 1992, Bairde returned to 
London a jobless, poor man. He 
‘was 34, He was now more than 
ever determined to 
Invent television, He 

soos 
Bairde loved 
to dabble 


found an old tea chest and a 
cardboard box used to pack 


osuee 


1 








hats. He purchased an old motor from a junk dealer. 

He cut out a circular disc from the cardboard box and 
punched holes inthe dis. He fited the disc onto the motor 
‘When he rotated the disc, the illuminated object was 
projected in the form of ight spots. 


He used a variety of other materials such as the 
‘projection lamp, selenium cet, neon lamp, radio valves etc 
during his lengthy experiments. He was constantly 
improving and adjusting his apparatus for receiving and 
transmitting signals. 

In the spring of 1924 he succeeded in transmitting the 
shadow of a matice cross upto a distance ot three yards. 
Bairde's struggle finally bore results on Oct 2, 1925. He 
used a specially designed device for converting light into 
electrical signals in his apparatus. When he switched on 
his apparatus he was spell - bound by the result. 

‘The entire picture was clean and consistent. In January 
1926, Bairde gave his frst successful demonstration ofthe 
television picture. 

Bairde continued his researches in television throughout 
his lif. In spite of bad health and shortage of funds, he 
Continued to work on colour television even upto 1945, 
Bairde died in 1946 due to exposure, 

Though Bairde was honoured after his death, throughout 
his life he struggled hard and received few accolades. 

P. Sanjay, Std. X, Indira Nagar HS, Bangalore. 
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DAFFY 
DEFINITIONS 


Television - A 
machine which gives you 
a headache and displays 
the cure for it 

Earth -Aminor planet 
with major problems. 

Teenager - An age 
when a person stops 
answering questions and 
starts questioning the 
answers. 

Maths - A battle 
between the chalk and 
duster on the black- 
board. 

Discipline - A word 
which should be in but is 
out of children’s 
dictionary. 

K. Subramanian, 
Std. VIC, Army Public 
School, 56 APO. 

Dear Subramanian, 
please send your full and 
‘Proper house address. 





TAPPU & KUKU IN 


IT IGA Cozy 
WARIY PLACE. 


e 
ae fp Ace vas: 
Jaen: NS ne KID DOES 
[Bsisney | 


NOT KNOW, IT 





LOOK AT THAT 
CUNNINGSNAKE? 





VLL Go BASH UP 
T SNAKE, AND 
SAVE THAT KID. 
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COME ON SONNY, 

DADDY 15 Waitin 

FOR YOUROARY: 
ad ees 


UR SKILL. 
AT MIMICRY 6 
‘AS GOOD AS 
‘your’ 
STRENGTH 
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‘amin standard IX. I get between 10th 
and 12th rank. My mother says 
unless | get between 1 and 3 ranks she 
will not allow me to go on an excursion 
to Black Thunder. | find diagrams difficult 
I have no patience. | am an only child and 
often pick up quarrels with my parents. 
S. Kalyani, Rosemary MHS, 
Tirunelveli. 
Dear Kalyani, 

Itis not difficult to please your | 


THUNDER? 


Fi 


an 


CAV! 


mother by studying better. Prepare 2 
timetable and follow it. Concentrate 
on the mistakes you commit. You are 
‘bound to score better in exams. 

Practise diagrams at home whenever 
you are free. Label the diagrams as you 
draw them. You will score better if you 
study systematically. 

You have not mentioned the reason 
for you quarrels with your parents. But 
‘Jamsure you can impress them by hard 
work. Remember, the effort is more 
important than the result. 

Saal 

| am in class VII. have recently come 

to Delhi, | miss my friends in Chennai. 


The girls | know here often speak bad 
words in Hindi. Sometimes, they resort 
to such words even when they refer to 
other gis. 

Also, here girls speak only in Hindi. | 
have to follow suit. AS a result !am losing 
marks in English. | made it habit to read 
English magazines butthese days | seem 
to favour Hindi magazines, 

Vaishali, KV, New Dethi 


HAVE NO 





PATIENCE! 


Dear Vaishali, 
It will take sometime for you to ad- 
Just to sab ‘school and surround- 
ings. It girls 
rotosetocalyou BAD Wi ORDS, 
by your name, ig- . 2 
nore them. Do not 
respond until they 
call you by your 
ame. 

There's nothing 
wrong in learning a 
new language 
Proficiency in 
various languages 
will help you in the 
future. 

Do not fall into the 
trap of using ‘bad’ 
words. Bring it.to the notice of the 
teacher if the girls continue to use bad 
words when they refer to you. By doing 
0, you will be helping your classmates 
to kick the habit. 

ee 
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My aeighbour won't 
allow me to park my bicycle 
ingide the building. She 
punctures the tyres. Now ! 
take my bicycle to my 
house upstairs. The 
neighbour complains that 
we ae dirtying the wel by 
doing so. Please help. 

T. Brahmani, Std. V, 
Chennai 

Dear Brahman 

Myou have rented 
your neighbour's 
apartment, there's little you can do. 
You could, however, request your house 
owner to allow you to park your bicycle 
beneath the staircase so that your 
vehicle can be safe. Ask your pare 
to speak to your neighbour. They will 
‘handle the situation better 

wee 








Girk my class use “hod 
words in Hindi. 

When | get angry, | shout. Even it | 
count upto 100 my anger does not 
dissipate. AS a result | am upset and 
tense, 








use help, 





P. Ashwin Kumar, Chinmaya 
Vidhyataya, Chennai. 

bear Ashwin, 
‘Anger does not solve any problem. 


You cannot change 
the situation, no “WaT. 
‘matter what! Move 

anray fromthe person or 
the cause of anger Go 
for a long walk or do 
something that you love 


- like a speciai hobby. 
Anger will melt 


ieally 















GRANDMA WORK 
away. Your 
tension will 
also be 
gone 
Think 
over the 











problem 
with a cooler mind. You 
will arrive at a sensible 
solution. 
tae 
Jam goodat studies and 
‘score full marks in class 
a i tests. As a seven year old | 
was godt at drawing. won 
many prizes then. Now, | 
don't win any prizes. Not even in the cul- 
tural competi 
tions. Please 
hep. 
‘Samarth 
Goel, 
aes, WO 
Bangalore 
Dear 
Samarth, 
With in- 
creasing 
syllabus, 
you prob- 
ably have lesser time to spend on 
drawing and painting. Take it up as a 





hobby. —Allot half-an-hour every 
day so that you can draw 

7 and paint. You could even 
— enroll in an art class for 
ee children. Practice alone 


makes one a master in the 
5) art. 


Love, 
Grandma worm 
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JRE CAIAPRUELT 








Mimake one out of MY ® 
wood, That won't) 





ALU |] [where cia you get that catapult? You shouldn't be 
THE itis dangerous thing, __ playing with this 


BULLY 
Story: 
KAUSIKAN| 
Mlustration 
;CHELLAM 


instrument at all, 
You could hurt 
someone, 


Look, How is that? 
Now you can play 
with 





Twanted to check if 
the catapult you made 








Smart boy! | wes 
his first target. 



















O Boy! J, Thats 


Murugesan 


Zi thesnob. | 
2 The show- 
Z off. Here's 
iy for you. 













¥ pX~ 


reply to all your 
pranks, Serves 
you right. 


5 [/ Wecan'tiet Batu have his ez ee 








Hey Jambu. Here's a reply 
to all your tricks that got 
me into trouble. 


way. Let's put an end to his 


cataputing. LZ BS? 



















You should have let\ 

me play with the | 
more powerful iron 

catapult. The boys 
wouldn't have 


Balu is hiding in the 
garden in his house. 





“und ‘Jooy9s YBIH SLID ydesor IS 
‘OL - a6e ‘eAnig "y 
-qured vey) pue sinojoo oy) pue wn6 us 10 yoryews 


POY VON = 
SQADTWA TL BE EEW WA, c 
Bas wwe aon — 
‘s.gaeyuraayney ANo8 wl sNN9g pa} WED | 
nok, “HRS TRAN WARY, sHTDSOUN YO AOR 
ay Po EAL KIM WY PHATE PUE PHATE 








“eujino oy) uo eysed pue sduis uno 

‘ued yojeys e Buisn ssej6 ayy uo Bui 
“adejoiiao Bussn a0ys 

Se {6 ay jo op/s auo uo Bumesp 












uo s9Moy B Jo OUITNO ay 
s pom 

1e9s'W pur adejo[}09 
“ysnuq ‘saqqns ‘snojoo Aue yo ued 
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ATRAIN xTaTo «nfs [utu[oTa 
JOURNEY r Thapetstete te 
+f chipely 
. (yet wpepa to 
+tel¢ wtaltufoveTe 
«heh TPA 
rtela KiW wal 
ofelele r 
afetacu 
€ 
The]ayepi ya 
x tebe bebe 
mtape 
« OEE [atotata 
y whabetrhs 
































Himsagar Express travels the longest distance 


DO YOU KNOW? 


1) 500th anniversary 2) August 4, 
2000 3) Adolf Hitler 


WHAT IS IT? 
1. Siamese 2, Lincoln 3. Colt 4, 
Cricket 5, Squash 6, Pupil. 7, Peanuts, 
8. Salem 
















* conver ant fr 
TEST YOUR G.K. sarge ne 
1, Jalal-ud-din- 
Mohammed 2. 28 
inches 3, Prophet 
Mohammed 4. 
Halley's Comet 5. 
500 ‘seconds (8 
minutes and 20 secs.) 
6. Convex 7, World 
War I - 1914; World 
War I - 1939;8. 
Around 4000 B.C. 
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twas Christmas eve. Christmas 

carols could be heard in every 

‘street corner. Anil was atwelve 

year-old. His city was all ready 
to celebrate Christmas. Anil had 
just finished decorating the Christ- 
Tas tree. A party was in progress 
downstairs. 

Anil was not particularly fond of 
parties. He went to bed, a book in 
hand. He must have read only a 
few paragraphs. He switched off 
the bedside lamp, dreaming of 
gifts that his parents might have 
got him. 

Just as he shuthis eyes, the star 
atop the Christmas tree in the 
street comer came! TE was 
surprised 
Slowly, his sur- 
prise gave way 
to shock and 
then to fear. 
Anil realised 
that it was not the moonlight that 
was making the star atop the tree 
glitter. The glowing star came 
closer. Anil sat up and looked out 
of the window. 

It was: a. circular, cylindrical 
object that had come to a standstill 
just above his window. Itwas an al- 
jen spacecraft. The craft glowed 
bluish red in the darkness of the 
night.Inside the light he saw the 
outline ofa form. The being emerged 
from the craft and moved closer. 

Ithad red eyes, areen skin and 
dark spots all over its body. It had 
long, twisted nails.and it hissed as 





jit moved. He stood up on his bed 
for a closer look. The Christmas 
star atop the tree was still glowing. 
He edged to the window. The be- 
ing was just a few feet away from 
the window. If itso wished, it could 
grab him and throw him down to 
eee ne tee 

The monster let go 

and he felt himself 

falling... 
the ground, twenty feet below. 

He leaped to the chair beside 
the bed. He could ward off the be- 
ing if he could hit it with a really 
hard object. Before Anil could 
grab anything, the monster 
spewed laser. beams. Anil went 


NYSTERIOUS 


VISITOR 


blind temporarily. The monster 
emitted poison from its long nails. 
He ducked, but a little of the slimy. 
iquid fell on his shoulders and they 
began to itch. 

He was feeling rather weak but 
wouldn't give up. He tried to switch 
‘on the computer. This was the year 
2075, and his computer was fitted 
with the latest gizmo available. He 
had to merely type out ‘ALIEN’. The 
laser beam that would emerge 
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from the computer screen would 
Kill this monster. Anil had just typed 
the letter ‘A’ when the monster 
sprang at his head and choked 
him. He must have passed out, 


hen he regained con- 
sciousness, he found 
himself being lifted out of 

his window. He 
screamed aloud. Suddenly the 












monster let go and he felt himself 
falling. Arouncihim the stars glowed 
in the inky black sky. Was he going 
to die? There was.a lot of noise 
around him. Somebody was singing 
‘Merry Christmas’. He opened his: 
eyes. Around him tiny yellow stars 
glowed and young children dressed 
as fairies with wings were walking 
around, 
The room was bathed in light. 
. “Merry Christ- 
mas Anil," he 
heard his mother 
| say. He sat up. 
|| Where was he? 
He was in his 
room and his 
younger cousins 
had dressed up 
as fairies and 
were singing 
‘Merry Christ- 
mas’ He 
sighed. 
Even in the 
year 2075, no 
one had actu- 
ally sighted an 
alien. He wasn't 
sure whether he 
was glad or un: 
happy that he 
had only dreamt 
of an alien! 





he prosperous kingdom 

of Virnagar lay in the 

foothills of a picturesque 
‘mountain range. The king was benign and 
his subjects were hard-working. Few 
{good things last long, 

One day a fearsome demon arrived on 
the mountains bordering the kingdom. 
The demon did not harm the people. 
However, he captured the rain clouds 
blowing into the country and drank all the 
rain water 

Deprived of rain, a terrible draught 
affected the kingdom. The rivers and 
tanks went dry. Crops withered and 
people worried they would starve the next 
year. 

The king summoned his courtiers and 
asked, “How can we get rid of the 
demon?” Most —_ courtiers 
suggested,“leave the demon alone, your 
majesty. All the soldiers in our army 
‘cannot kill him. If we anger him, he may 
harm our people.” 

“There is @ way out,” suggested 2 
courtier. 

“Someone must fetch the rainseeds 





from the demon. We could then sow the 
seeds in our water bodies. Then our rivers 






ill brim over with water 

s easier said than done. 
Anyone who approached the demon fot 
rainseeds was tested for his intelligence 
by the demon, If the person failed in the 
test:the demon threw him intoa dungeon 
‘and devoured him later 








The king offered tabuious rewards for 
the job. No one was temptad 

In the kingdom tived two children 
‘Mrinalini and Madhav. Madhav decided 
to go to the mountains to fetch the 
rainseeds. Nobody could dissuade him, 

Even after several days nothing was 
heard of Madhav. Everyone thought the 
boy had been eaten up by the demon, 
Mrinalini decided to look for her brother. 
One night, she slipped out of the house 
without anyone's knowledge. 

Soon she found herselt atthe gate of 
the demon's citadel. She knocked on the 
gate. A voice like a thousand thunders 
roared, “who knocks there?” 

“i's only me, Mrinalini, 
tremulousty. 


she said 
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“What do you want?" roared the demon. 

“A handful of rainseeds and my 
brother." The demon laughed and the 
mountain shook. Frightened, Mrinalini 
decided to run home. Just then, the great 
door opened and there stood the demon. 
He had a big moustache, glowing sharp 
eyes and wore a crown shaped like the 
hors of a buffalo. 

"So you want rainseeds, do you" 
demon chuckled. 

‘Mrinalini took courage and looked the 
demon in the eye. “And my brother too,” 
she said 





the 


The demon was taken aback. He 
muttered, “Oh, you are a brave gir. 
Answer my questions correctly it you 
want the rainseeds and... and... your 
brother, So little gir, are you ready for 
my questions?” 

“Yes, | am” said Mrinalini brimming 
with confidence, 

“Here we go - what has a head, but is 
not a man, has three eyes, but is not 
Shiva, has matted hair butis not ascetic?” 

After a moment's 
thought, Mrinalini replied 

"a coconut.” 

“That was very 
clever of you. Here's 










my next question. What walks on four 
legs in the morning, on two in the 
afternoon and on three legs in the 
evening?” Mrinalini replied promptly, “A 
human being.” 

‘The impressed demon grinned ear to 
ear. He went into his citadel and returned 
with a bag of rainseeds and Mrinalin’s 
brother tucked under his huge arm, 

On their way home Mrinalini said, “My 
‘dear brother, we must hurry. | have told 
‘no one where | was going. Here, take the 
rainseeds tomorrow after daybreak to the 
king. Let our wells and tanks overflow. 


he mpressed 





emon grinned 
ear. He went into his 
citadel and returned 





‘with water.” 

‘When they reached home, Mrinalini 
‘went back to sleep. The next day, everyone 
was pleased that Madhav had returned, 
The entire village set off to the king's 
palace. The king was as pleased as 
‘everyone else, He called the old courtier, 


The courtier said, “Come here little 
oy. You must plant these seeds in our 
wells and tanks, They can produce water 
only if they are sown by the one who 
brought them. Madhav threw a few 
rainseeds into the palace tank. 
Everyone waited, nothing 
happened. A 


The courtier 


SA 


wondered what had 
‘gone wrong, 

Madhav realised that it 
was Mrinalini who 
had brought the 
rainseeds. Only if 
she sowed them will there be rains. So of the barren 
Madhav brought her to the edge of the earth and soon the 


palace tank. “Come Mrinalini, you must tank was full tots brim. 
do it for the sake of all these people The entire kingdom rejoiced that day. 


Mrinalini took the seeds reluctantly and 
threw them into the tank. Water bubbled out 
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L. Balasubramanian, 
Velayudhan Features 


Maths of 


tween 2000 B.C, and 

1500 B.C. there existed 

only one numbei 

system, Only one way of 

performing 
‘mathematical operations was known 
Different types of mathematical 
‘methods were introduced in India with 
the advent of foreign invasion into 
India, 

Mathematics during vedic times 
‘was most original and simple, Repeated 
onslaughts on our social system did 
siway with the system, Sri Jagadguru 
Shankaracharya retrieved the system, 
Calculation using vedic mathematics is 
simple and easy to master. 

Given the fact that we have never 
heard of it, we may find it difficult to 
‘understand. Constant practice will help 
us master the calculations and cin 
easily get rid of calculators. Today the 
vedic method of mathematics is being 
taught in some schools. 

Here are some simple additions. 
Addition is the earliest mathematical 
tool. Itis still used daily by us. In vedic 
maths we do not carry over numbers, 
Instead, itis known as ‘Shudha sutra’ 















1) $7+36 
i) Rewrite it as 





ii) Add the R.H.S. column 7+ 6= 13 
iii) Put down 3 as the second part of the 
answer and place a dot next to 6 (to 
remind you that here we have 





exceeded by one digit) because 13 
is a two-digit number, 
57 
36, 
3 


iv) Add L.H.S. Column § +3 =8 
v) To arrive at the first pi 
answer 8 + 








vi) Answer 7 
36 
93 
11) 33+ 89 
1) 33 
89 
2) Add RHS Column 3 +9 = 12 
33 
89, 
2 
3) Add LHS column 3 +8 +.= 12 
4) Answer 33 
89 
122 
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e GULMOHK 


Anyone who entered the spraviling lawn 
of the bunglow, always topped before the tll 
ulmohr, “What a magnificent ree, they sid 
Adirngly, The ce was proud of al the praise 
heaped on it. 

“Look at me," it boasted to the 
smaller trees around the garden 
“How very, verybigam, Don't 
get close to me.I cannot 
beartobenearyou."The 
litle wes sighed 

The sun shone 
brightly upon the 
uloobr, The breeze 
played with the leaves, 
How elegant ook 1 
want to spread out my 
byanches and reach the moon. Then I can look 
over the world" The large gulmohr cas is 
shadow over th smaller es. The smaller tees 
felt soba! 

(ne day, Mock of nigh eros seed on 
the branches of the gla, was such fine 
sigh! Asif he ee was in fll bloom! 

“How big ook withthe bg bids on my 
branches," cried the delighted te. 
“Onl ltibirds wilcometo you,” 
it poob-poohed the smal trees. 

Soon, more night herons sted onthe 
tranches ofthe gulmot. There was acanl close 
tothe bunglow, The bids sought thee prey in 
the slugish cana 

They spent thee day huddled unde thei 
wings. As dusk set in they lapped thee wings 
and lew tothe canal 

When winter came, bitds came in large 
nuinbe. They retured fom the canal a fequet 


intervals, with dry branches and thomy twigs in 
theirbills. Soon, there were quite afew nests on 
the tree, The birds began calling noisily. It was 
the breeding season, The noise and the flutter of: 
‘wings increased, Their eerie quarks floated down 








from the tre top from dawn 
to dusk, 










‘The incessant calls of 
‘the birds irritated the men 
in the bunglow. The 
fardener was called, "Stop 
that. nonsense!" The 
gardener aimed a few 
‘pebbles at the 
birds. The 
birds flew 
away. The gulmohr was shocked. Soon, the birds 
retumed. "How glad I am to see you all” cried 
the tree, 

“Drive them away", cried the men of the 
house. Again the gardener pelted stones. The 
terrified birds ‘quaarked’ angrily and flew away. 
‘Some of the birds were hurt, A large number of 
nests were demolished, 

“Quark, quark’. The men of the bunglow 
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awoke tothe cris ofthe birds, Again the birds 
built their nests on the gulmohr. The men 
frowned when they saw broken twigs strewn 
under the tre. “The garden is geting noisy and 
untidy.” they cred. The gardener was ordered, 
Cut down the branches ofthe tree. 

Get rid ofthe vey birds.” 

Sothebranches of 
the gulmohr were cut 
down, “What can be 
the meaning ofthis?” 
cried the gulmohr in 
shock and disbelief. 
‘The birds circled the 
top of the tree for 
sometime and then 
disappeared 

“How uly look” 
sighed the gulmatr. 

“Quark, quark” 
the birds were back 
again. 


The guimobr 
was delighted. Again the birds 
resumed nesting. The shallow 
‘canal beside the bunglow had of 
fish, frogs and’ other 
creatures ofthe water. 

Besides no other Big tree 
could offer them shelter. 

‘Again the garden became untidy 
wwith twigs and the droppings of night 
inerons marking the green lawn. The men found 
itunbearbleto ston the verandah which opened 
tothe lawn, “Should we have no peace? Kill the 
ugly birds, they boiled in age. The gardener 
shot arrows atthe birds. One bird fll to the 
‘ground, dead! The rest flew away, protesting 
Foudly, “Quark, quark!” 

But the birds were back again the nextday. 
‘The men id not now that the prey-rch canal was 
the reason the birds chose he tall ulmoty. This 


wood cutter,” The 
en burst out angrily. 
“Cut down the tre,” they 
cxdered in fry 
“Oh, no!” cried the gulmohr, 
shivering in fright, 
The next day the wood cutter arrived 
No, no!” cried the gulmobr in horror. The 
axe came down heavily onthe tree's trunk. 

Again and again the axe came down heavily 
‘on the tree trunk. The litle tees stod petrified. 
“You can't chop off the beautiful gulmohr,” 
‘rotested they. 

The night herons circled the tee and then 
flew away in panic. The sturdy gulmohr fell 10 
the ground witha tremendous crash. 

Sukhendu Dutta, Calcutta, 


o 
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We spend much of our time preaching about 
‘eradication of child labour. Little is done to do away 
with child illiteracy. Often we hear that a child is poor 
because fate destined it to remain poor 
‘Those who can afford television and computer, spend 
time surfing or chatting with friends. Instead, if each of 
Us set apart a'few minutes a day to teach an illiterate 
child we would educate so many children. Timé spent 
(on a good cause could help to develope our nation 
V. Vamsi Krishna, Std. X A, 
UPS Public School, Vijayawada 
Dear Vamsi Krishna, please send your house address. 


‘Age of awareness 
‘Teenage is the turning point in everyone's life. This 
is the period when we often lear totake decisions about 
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éur life, career 
choices. and 
friends. 

‘Teenagers often 
feel their friends 
are right and their 
parents are wrong. 
‘They don’t realise 
that their parents 
are their well - 
wishers. . One 
wrong decision 
during these years 
could mar our life! 
We could end up 
feeling sorry for 
ourselves later! 

R. Rupa, Std, 
VIB, NILES, 
Jamshedpur 











Law enforcers 
or law- 
breakers? 


On ihe notice 






boara in our school, I saw the picture 
of a policeman. He had parked his 
police jeep on the, wrong side of the 
road. If the police do not follow lane 


Computers:assure 


employment. A positive 
attitude can change everything, 


discipline how can they expect 


Computers assure employment to alt 
those who have studied computers 
The internet helps us to keep in touch 
with the world 

Electricity has ushered into our 
lives the age of convenience 
Aeroplanes have shrunk travel time. 
Medical science has developed so 
much that now innumerable lives ean 
be saved 

A positive attitude can change 
everything. Let's adopt a positive 








ordinary citizens to follow the 
rules? Should they not abide by 
sroad rules so that they can 
enforce it on the wrong - doers? 
B. Geetha, Std IX. C, Sudrashan 

‘Vidhya Mandir, Bangalore. 





Science is 
amust 

T disagree with PV. Saajan's 

views (uly 2000), Science may 

have a few demerits but we 

cannot do away with science 

















attitude towards science 

Ranjani Krishnakumar, 

Shantiniketan Trust School, 

Bangalore. 

Dear Ranjani, please send your 
age details, 


Be optimistic 

T disagree with Saajan. Inventions 
are always met with opposition 
Development of atomic energy has 
helped in the produetion of electricity. 
Through TV and the internet we get 
plenty of information, Every invention 





has its drawbacks, Let us learn to be 
optimistic. 
. Suba, Std. VII, AMG MHSS, 


Dharmapu 
Viewpoint 








GOKULAM 65° December 2000 


JOKES PAGE 


A board was hung outside a 
doctor's clinic. It read 
‘Treatment for ministers also’. 

At the bottom’a man wrote, 
May God save our ministers.’ 

Sudipta Nandi, Std, Vill, 
St. Agnes School, 


Father bear : Someone has 
eaten my porridge. 
Baby bear: Someone has 
eaten mine too 
Mother bear : Shut up! | 
have not cooked the porridge 
yet 
N. Arulmozhi 
Std,VIll C, Church Park, 


One pickpocket to another 
: Why do you always read 
fashion magazines? 

Second pickpocket : To 
know where the new drasses 
have their pockets. 

R. Bhargavi, Std. VII, 
PTA. School, Bangalore, 


Rajesh : | say, that is a 
thousand rupee cheque you're 
writing, 

William : Yes, I'm sending it 
to my sister for her birthday. 

fh: But you haven't 
signed it 

‘William : No, | don't want her 
to know who sent it. 

= Pauline Jesudoss, Std. 
VIIA, Sishya, Chennai 
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hut near the lake in the village, He 

caught fish and sold it in the 
nearby town, His only relative, an old 
uncle had left him the hut 

‘Abu did not play with the village 
boys. He sat by himself and watched 
the sunlight play on the lake water. He 
threw pebbles which created ripples 
in the water. Abu threw a stone. The 
stone did not sink, Startled, he threw an- 
‘other larger stone in the same direction. 
‘That too did not sink. No ripple was cre- 
ated either! 

He jumped into the lake hoping to 
find Out what had happened to the 
stones, As he dived into the clear wa- 
ter, he noticed that the grass was golden 
here. There were no fish swimming by, 
He could even breathe! The stones had, 
Gisappered, 

Suddenly a grutf voice behind him 
said, "why do you human beings always. 
intrude? Am | to have no peace?” Abu 
looked all around but could see fo one, 
He looked down. A man who barely 
reached to his knees, stood arms 
‘kimbo. He had a large round nose, 

His large eyes and his curly hair were 
as fed as carrots. He wore a red robe 
that covered his stomach and reached 
his knees. He wore bright, shiny stock- 
ings and lotus petals for shoes, 

“Why don't you answer me?” he 
yelled. “You human beings simply don't 
leave me alone. 


stunned Abu 
Aisteree’ns 

wis about 
him, ed not know 
this place. was 
yours {justeame 
fee why.the stones 
wore nat sinking. fon 
Who are you?” 


A ‘bu was an orphan who lived in a 


“lam Thornbone, @ gnome.” Though 
the gnome was small Abu was becom- 
ing more and more scared. "I hate you 
people" Thornbone yelled. "You fight 
and destroy every place so that you can 
‘make your home. You chase all those 
who live off nature. | used all my magic 
to create this hide-out, And now...” the 
‘gnome was angry. He went red all over, 
He stamped his tiny feet on the golden 
grass, 

‘Oh, please Mr. Gnome, * said Abu, 
“I did not mean to trespass. | will not 


ABU'S 


GIF 












tell anyone about you or yaur place. | 
will never come to this place again if it 
Upsets you so.” 

‘Abu meant every word he said. The 
gnome was 80 angry that his eyes 
giowed like embers. “Came again? 
What makes you think (et you go, You 
nasty baby human? Til simply turn you 
into water.” 

The gnome could do no such thing, 
He merely wanted to scare Abu, Abu 
was scared! "Please Mr. Gnome, | do 
‘not want to become water. I'l do what- 
ever you say” 

The gnome smiled at that. "Any- 
thing?” he asked siyly, “Will you answer 
a fev questions’ 

"Yes, yes,” said Abu eagerly, The 
gnome laughed so loudly that his 
‘paunich shook, It was a funny sight and 
‘Abu had to smile. “you have a nice 
smile, almost like ours, | do hope you 
know the three answers. f you don't you 
will turn into water. * Abu nodded. The 
‘nome sat on a big shell that hung in 
the middle of the water, 





stitch your clothes withgt man 

had not made thread?" This was 
easy for Abu, He had few things. So he 
had learnt to use whatever was avail 
able, 

“Fibres from a palm tree" he replied. 

“Most children look at trees only for 
the fruits ane! see nothing else," said the 
surprised gnome softly. 

"Anyway here's the second question, 
How can you give me a golden bed that 
is neither metal nor cloth, and is not 
crushed? The gnome smiled smugly 
This was difficult for any baby human! 
But Abu knew about beds. "I would give 
you a bundle of hay,” was his answer. 

“I think | am beginning to like you." 
the gnome said, “But you stil have one 


"EF list question. What would you 


more question. How can you feel the 
moving air when there is no breeze and 
nothing to fan yourself with?" 

‘Abu was about o say "impossible!" 
‘Then he thought again and said, “Yes! 
by running!” The gnome was very quiet! 
Then he said, “All children talk of only~ 
fans or coolets, Why didn't you? | do. 
mot even know what they are lke!" 





he ghome’s eye glittered, His hair 
‘shook like fire, “I have a task for 
you, You have to carry a present 
for my cousin Sweethead, He lives in 
the Sahara and loves these special 
‘Sweets I send him. The box is small, But 


— ee —— 
Tired and hungry, he sat 
down wondering if he 
would ever see his village 


again. 
——ee—__ 


you must not pen it." 

‘Abu smiled ‘I will naver open it but 
how do | get to the Sahara?” The gnome. 
‘spoke angrily, “That is your problem. 
Atter you do your work you will remem: 
ber nothing of all this." He prassed a 
pretty red velvet box into his hands. 
Then he said softly,"Farewell... 
Farewell... Abracadabradoo, 
abracadabradoo... take this boy to Sa- 
hara,” Abu only had time to wave and 
then he found himsaltin the Sahara, The 
sun seemed fo be right over his head 
He dried up in minutes but there was 
‘no shade for miles. He could see noth- 
jing except sun and sand. He looked 
around! 

He shouted "Sweethead” several 
times. No one answered. Tired and hun- 
ary, he sat down wondering if he would 
ever see his village again. May be it 
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would have been 
better f he had be- 
come water. 

Just than a fiz- 
ard came out of 
the sand. “Who 
are you?” Itisked 
"You can talk” Abu 
exclaimed. “Of 
course | can. Do 
you think only you 
can?” The lizard 
was annoyed: 

"Lam sorry... 
did not mean to be 
tude,” Abu said 


he lizard 
looked up at 
him. “Why 


are you spoiling 
the peace of the 
desert by yelling 
for sweets?” it 
asked. Abu told 








the lizard of his 
adventrue. “The gnome has tricked 
you, There is no Sweethead here. | 
think you should eat the sweets in the 
velvet box and find your way out of 
heye. 

‘Abu was shocked. "I cannot. | have 
promised not to open it. Besides it 
does not. belong to me.” As soon as 
he said this the lizard quivered. 

In its place stood a gnome like 
‘Thornbohe. This gnome was thinner. 
His eyes and hair were less red and 
he wore a coat and green grass as 
stockings. He also had a crown of 
flowers, Abu was getting used to 
strange things: so he did not say any- 
thing. 

“I am Sweethead” the gnome 
spoke, “Thornbone has sent a human 
this time. So I had to see if you were 





‘really good enough. You are, so | will 
help you.” Sweethead took the box and 
tapped Abu's left hand thrice, "This is 
a very special gift. If there is anything 
you want to know you will find it in this 
aim. You will be able to find treasure, 
See future events and catch thieves. 
Use it well.” 

With a big arin Sweethead snapped 
his fingers and before Abu could com- 
plete his thank you he was back be- 
side the lake. He remembered nothing, 
Not even the stones he threw. But he 
knew about his hand. 

‘Abu grew to be very rich, wise and 
famous. He never used his magic hand 
“toharm anyone or for money. Of course 
he could never tell how he got his ex- 
traordinary gif. 

8B. Suryachakradhar, 
‘Secunderabad. 
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IN THE WILD 


















uch. Its legs, 
body are covered 
t can detect the 








8 weave a 
belong to 
named after Arachs 





have no wings but can manage 
nce using their ingenuity. 
Lup and poises on a tall 





ders are 





te th 
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All spiders can produce éilk. The sik 
comes out as a liquid and hardens on 
contact with air. The sikis produced in the 
glands located in the rear part of the 
spider's body. These glands open 
through tiny holes on the ends of small 
nipple - lke organs called spinnerets, 

These spinnerets are in the hind 
end of the abdomen. Most. 


spiders have three pairs of spinnerets. 
Others may have one, two or ever four 
pairs. There are seven different kinds oF 
glands and each gland can produce a 
different kind of sik. Most spiders have 
three or tore glands and can produce three 
or more different kins of silk 

AA spiders make a fre ik known as the 
dragline,Itserves a6 a feline. Theweris made 
Up of two different kinds of sik - the sticky 


‘one and the non-sticky one. Females produce 
a third kind of sik for wrapping the eggs. 

The most beautiful webs are made by the 
orb-weaving spiders. The web is shaped like 


a wheel, with long sticky spirale covering the 













spokes. A spider does rot get caught inits 
cone web for two reasons: The spider always 
runs on the non sticky, dry threads and the 
body of the spider Io lly which prevents it 
meee lumina ser 








from being stuck to 

‘A spiders use thet ek effectively and 
efficiently to catch their prey. Trap door epider, 
9199 spiders, jumping opiders atc. have their 
(nm special ways of capturig the prey. 

Most spiders are perfectly harmless 
except the female black widow and the 
tarantula 
Visalakshi Ramani, Coimbatore 
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riya was an eight-year old 
Pp girl studying in third 

standard. Her father had 
diéd when she was a toddler. 
Her mother had set up a tailor- 
ing shop with the rickety old 
machine she had. 

Her mother could hardly save 
any money. Priy did not have a 
good pair of schoo! uniform ei- 
ther, Often she 
would ask her 
mother to) 
stitch her a) 
new pair of 
uniform. Her 
mother would 
always say 
that the ma- 
chine was too 
old and she 
could use it 
only to sew 
her custom- 
ers’ clothes. 

One day on 
her way from 
school Priya 
found a neatly 
folded paper 
close to the 
toad near her 
house. Priya 
picked it up. 
The note read, 
“Please save 








me. | am the 
collector's 
son, | am be- 


ing kidnapped 





through the Old Bicycle Road.” 
Priya was aghast. She did not 
know what to do. She then de- 
cided to show it to her mother. 

When she reached home she 
found that her mother was ill. 
Priya took care of her mother and 
passed the night. She placed the 
note in her school bag 








WYTHOLOGICAL PUZZLE 





Match the two columns. 
N je, erean 
1. Vayu a. Lord of Wealth 









2.Kubera _ b. King of Ayodhya 
3.Rama —¢. Lord of Fire 

7 4.Agni— d. Lord of Air 
5. Vinayaka_e. Remover of Obstacles 
6.Lakshmi f. Goddess of Learning = & 








3 


7. Saraswati 
8. Sita 
9. Parvat 


g- Goddess of Money 
h. Wife of Lord Shiva 
|. Wife of Lord Rama 
= Jubel D'Cruz, 
Mumbai 











H-6 4-8 S-L 9-9 2-5 9- + G-ED-TP-T: Sansuy 











The next day when she 
reached her school, she learnt 
that the collector was visiting 
her school. Her happiness knew 
no bounds. She removed the 
note from her bag and putt into 
her pocket. She then joined the 
class for the morning prayer. 

Soon, there was a great com- 
motion and the collector ar- 
rived, She walked slowly to the 
stage. Then the principal an- 
nounced, “Children and staff, 
let us now pray to the Almighty 
for the well-being of the collec- 
tor and his family. The collec- 
tor's son was kidnapped yester- 
day. There has been no informa- 
tion about his whereabouts. Let 
us pray sincerely.” Tears 
flooded the collector's eyes. 


Priya ran to the stage and 
showed the principal the note 
and explained everything. 
Soon, a search party was sent 
out and after two hours they re- 
turneg with the collector's son. 
The crooks who kidnapped the 
boy were imprisoned. 

The next day, Priya received 
a reward of Rs. 10,000 from the 
collector personally. Priya 
handed over the money to her 
mother and explained every- 
thing. Priya's mother hugged 
her Child, tears streaming down 
her eyes. 





S. Deepika, 

Std IX, 

Chennai. 

Dear Deepika, please send the 
name of your school. 
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he purest Yorm of 
arbon is diamond. It 
is the hardest 


substance in the world. It is not 
poisonous. Diamond was first 
found by Indians in 200 B.C. 
Itis a precious gem. 

Today diamonds are 
found in south Afr 
Brazil, *Congo, Angola, 
‘Tanzania, America and India. In 
India, diamonds are found 
in Madhya Pradesh and 
Karnataka, 

Pure diamonds are 
colourless. It is 
available in different 
colours, such as grey, blu 
black and pink due to the presence of 
metallic oxides. 

Diamiond belongs to the 
group of crystalline in 
carbon and it is also 
the allotropic form of 
carbon, 
fructure of carbon 
In diamonds each 
arbon “atom is 
connected to four 
different carbon atoms 
in a tetrahedral form. 
‘Therefore, it attains a hard, 
three - dimensional structure 

Diamonds gain value 
because of their neat structure and the 
lighting pattern which occurs when 
light is passed through a diamond. 

Uses of diamond 

The hardness and the lustre of the 

diamond makes it very useful to 




















Uncut 
diamonds are 
’ of little value. 
Well- cut 
diamonds are 
priceless. 


a a 


mankind. Diamonds are used ir 
jewellery. Black diamonds were once 
cused for cutting glass and drilling rocks 
Diamonds are used in making tungster 
filaments that are used in electric 
lamps. Only a diamond can cut anothe: 
diamond. Uncut diamonds are of litt 
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value, Well cut diamonds are priceless. 
Diamond and chemists 
In the seventh century chemists 
surnt diamond crystals in 
sun's rays using magni 
alass. 


Chemists tried t0 make 
artificial diamonds using 
superhigh pressures. Modem 
engineering would have a 
hard time without diamonds, 
Though” diamonds are 


available in various 
colours, the bluish 
green variety is priced 
much higher and is also most admired. 

Bluish green diamonds are 
extremely rare and are considered 
prized possessions. 

People who buy diamonds still hold 
on to certain beliefs. Diamonds are 
always purchased and priced according 
to their cuts. Pedple value certain 
shades. Diamonds are believed to bring 
luck or ill-luck! They are purchased 
according to the luck of the person. 

‘At present, South Africa produces 
the largest amount of diamonds ~about 
90 percent of world’s total production. 





About ten years ago Soviet Union 
found a diamond - rich region. Here, 
diamonds are being produced at an 


industrial scale 
now. 
xternal 
force cannot be 
used to increase or 
decrease the hardness 
of diamonds. Natural 
diamonds are formed 
under very high temperature and 
pressure. They are formed deep under 
the earth's crust. 

Modem technology has attempted to 
produce artificial diamonds, uses graphite, 
another formof carbons the basic material 

The heat and the atmospheric 
pressure that helps to create diamonds 
are artificially simulated, Though 
diamonds being produced 
artificially, only naturally occuring 
diamonds are considered gems. 

S.Rajambal, Std. IX A, 

Sitalakshmi Girls HSS, Madurai 
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ong age in Arabia there lived 
] a sultan, He was greedy and 
money alone matered to him. 


One night he had a dream, Jn the 
dream he found pots of gold beneath, 
the kitchen floor of an old hut. 


Even after waking up the, sultan 





could not forget his dream, “J must 
find the hut,"he decided. He ordered 
two of his trustworthy guards te find 
the huts After a long month they 
returned to the sultan, 

"tis the hut of a poor man called 
Gaffoor," they informed him. The 
sultan was now ovar-excited, He 
ordered the men to take him to the 
ht 

Gaffoor’s wife, 
Haseena Was shocked to 
see the sultan in her hut 
The sultan 
toHaseena, 





xplained everything 


in digging 








ow bey 





the floor," he ovdereel his men, 


Four stroig men began 






after several 
ey did not find any f 
The sultan had the floo 
hut dag wp but in vain. 

The sultan and his men 
left the place having 











totally destroyed it. 
When Gaffoor 





retuned home; he found Haseena 
crying and his hut destroyed. 
Haseena told Gaffoor all that had 
happened. “The sultan must be 
taught a lesson’, said Gaffoor. 

Next day, Gaffoor filled a jar'with 
flies. He took them to the sultan, “Ok 
sultan. Thad a party last nights Some 
came uninvited. They tasted! all the 
dishes and spoiled them, They must 
be punished by you.” 

"They must be punished vight 
now," said the Sultan, The sultan 
asked Gaffoor to bring before him the 


culprits. Gaffoor opened the jar and 
the flies flew out 



















THE Uninvited 


GUESTS 


ember 2000 


“How to punish thom? the sultan 
asked, baffled. 

"J will beat them with @ stick” 
Gaffoor replied. The sultan agreed: 





One day Gaffoor found his way 
10 the sultan’s chamber. A fly was 


sitting on the sultan’s head. Gaffoor 





Picked up his stick and hit the sultan 
on his head. 






















The 
fainted, 
"Capture 


the fool" the 
Hl 
when he 


sultan ordey 








gain 





Sultan,” 
sail Gaffoor, 


how can you 


the 
toninvited flies? 


punish, 


But when will 
you give me 
the permission 
to punish the 
whe 
royed my 











The sultan by 


now realised 








Taking a big stick Gaffoor chased 


the flies, Qnee outside the palace, 
he bégan destroying sweet shops. He 
explained to the bewildered shop 
keepers that it was the sultan’s order, 
The shopkeepers let him take the 
sweets and handed over all their 
money to avoid disaster. 


that he was 
Goffoor whose hut the sultan had cag 
up. Gaffoor was made the chief 
minister of the kingdom. Gaffoor was 
also paid the charges for repaiving 
his hut 

‘Mukul P. Joshi, age - 15, 
N.S. Eng. Med. School, Mumbai. 
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tthe triseries final against Sri 
Lanka in Sharjah, India’s 
performance was dismal. The 


players and the spectators wished to 
forget India’s performance. While 
Jayasuriya of Sri Lanka scored 189 to 
help Sri Lanka cruise to victory the 
Indian team was bundled out for 54! 
At Rawalpindi, Pakistan beat 
England by six wickets in the third and 
final one day match and clinched the 





* Vishwanathan Anand 









one day series. Saqlain grabbed a career 
~ best of five wickets for 20 runs. 

VETERANS’ ATHLETICS 

In Bangalore the 11th Asian 
‘Veterans’ Athletics Championship was 
held in November. Indian veterans did 
the country proud by winning 140 
medals, Seventy two year old Ooman 
Korattyile won three golds and one 
silver in the seventy plus section, 

CHESS 

Indian Grandmaster Vishwanathan 
Anand competed in the Corsica 
Masters tournament in Bastia corsica, 
Anand is expected to play in the world 
championships to be held in New Delhi. 
in December 2000, 

Corsica Tournament is a seven 
round rapid chess event. The knockout 
stage was played on the last day 








Edited, printedand published by KR 
Private Limited. Address: 47, Jawahi 








Subscription : (inland) Annual Rs. 72; Halt Yearly Rs, 3/- 


Overseas (Air Mail Annual Ris. 400; Half Yeary is. 200/- 


GOKULAM 80 December 2000 











Manager 
How dare you 
come — inside 


without my 
permission. 
Worker : No 


sir, |eame inside 
to’ ask your 















SHADE THE 
DOTTED 
PLACES 






SPOT THE FIVE 
DIFFERENCES 
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REALISE YOUR CHILDHOOD DREAME 





sid 
Visit ATHISAYAM THEME PARK. god {10 OF 
hs ‘atowes 
and discover your childhood dreams are nol 
come true in this paradise. 





Osen of Ton Thane Ps 





‘asyorte 


